placing our Trufl and Crore. 


. 


N 


Preached before the 
niverſity of Oxford, 


At St. Marrs, 
on Wedneſday, April 9. 1744. 


Poing the Day appointed for a 


L * 8 


B JOHN BURTON B. D. Fellow of 
Eton College, late Fellow of C. C. C. 


—_— — —_ 


7 * * 


OXFORD, 


& 


"e at the Tae ATRE for James Fletcher Bookſeller in 


dhe Tyrl, and Sold by M. Cooper in Foti- Neft, 
Tongon. 1744. 


* Fe 2 and Wickedneſs: of 11 . 2 : 


. 20 


4. 


3 
W 


* 
8 8 A 0 
— 2 —— r 


- 


PR 


2 
1 
5 = 0» 4 
Lam E 1 
r 1 . . . . 4 1 
. * [1 of Lurße "FC 2 i A 
Lat he — . 22 — . hn k 
a K 4: ks * RI n 
* : 5 n 
3 
8 > 
4 < - - 


"Yy 


Way © 7 "OY : 
ae 


K 


* 
r 


U 4 4 
* 44 
b ; . k 
me ST — e 2p nn : 1 
4 - 9 off (91% "IN * * 


* 
* 


32 
"on 5 
n 


* 


N 


* A 
— 


* 


ary 


. * * 
Oba eee 
R 2 

—.— 


Mor OBE , 
e SA £6 —_ 
= > ag Keg ee RR 2 .- Xx 
3 — 


* * 


ny 


_— 


ah ans Code as 4 


„ 


IE tha rea 
3 
— 


3 


wh 


— ION 
— 
> . 
— — — 


— os 


— 


6 


Oi 


— — 
46»•—'»ẽ . 24 


eee 


2 


P 


. 
ab IL? 


— oo 
* * 


— 


1 
88 2 
ae 


Fo wa — h 


— 


— —— 
Sg tbe. 


Imprimatur, 


 GUALT. HODGES 


Vice-Can. Oxon B 4 


Maii 28: 1744. 


To the HoNOURABLE 


James Oglethorpe Eſq; 
Brigadier General 


AND 


Commander in Chief of his 


_ EE s Forces in Geargia 
an d Carolina. 


SIR, 


N memory of an early Friendſhip 

with which I have been honour'd 
from the time we were Contempora- 
ries in the ſame College; 


In teſtimony of -my efteem for an 


uncommon Example of diſintereſted 
publick-ſpirited virtue; 

And as an acknowledgement of 
Favours, which the manner of con- 


Ierring has render d doubly accept- 
able, 


This 


This Diſcourſe 

Preach'd on an occaſion, which 
calls for the exerciſe of that Bravery, 
by which Your character is diſtin- I Thu. 
guiſhed, and inculcating thoſe Reli. W 
gious principles, which You have | 2e 
ever made the rule of Your con. in 
duct, with great reſpect 


Is Dedicated 


By Vour moſt obliged Friend 


5 And obedient humble Servant 


: 
leſs 16 
them 


confidi 


Y 


JE R. 9. 2.3, 24. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, let not the 
wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory 
in His might, let not the rich, man 
glory in his Riches. 
But let him that glorieth, glory in 
this, that he underfandeth, and 
| knoweth me, that I am the Lord, 
which exerciſe loving - kindneſs, 
judgment, and righteouſneſs in 
the earth : for in theſe things 1 
delight, ſaith the Lord. 


N theſe words the inſpired Preacher 
gives an authoritative admonition to a 
proud, luxurious, and licentious people; 
an inſtructive leſſon of Humility, not 
leſs ſeaſonable, than important ; teaching 
them the folly and danger of placing their 
confidence 1 in adyantages and ſuccours merely 
A hu- 


es 
human ; and the reaſonableneſs of truſting 


in God's providence for direction and ſup- 
port: and encouraging them with this aſſu. 


rance, that their acting under the influence 


of this Religious principle wou'd be found the 
only true matter of their glorying, as it was 
the only true foundation of their ſecurity and 
happineſs. 
To ſee the univerſal degeneracy of man- 
ners and corruption of Religion, after the 
bleſſed Reformation of both effected by the 


pious King Joſiah, was a circumſtance doubly 


afflictive to a 4 man, ſo affectionately zea- 
lous for the true intereſt of his country. It 
was his fortune to be the laſt of the Prophets 
rais d up by God before the final captivity of 
the Jews; For the ſpace of forty years (ſuch 
was the divine mercy and long-ſuffering !) this 
faithful importunate monitor endeavour'd to 
awaken them into a due ſenſe of their un- 
happy condition : He denounc'd the dreadful 
judgments of God ready to be executed upon 
an apoſtate, ſinful people: He moſt patheti- 


cally repreſented to them the neceſſary effect 


of their national wickedneſs —- nothing lels 
than national deſtruction: He withal pointed 
out the only means of averting the threatned 


evils, viz. fincere repentance of their ſins, and 
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reformation of their manners. And indeed 
throughout the general courſe of his addreſſes 
he appears in the character of a Preacher of 
| Repentance, and a Prophet of Sorrows, under 
the ſad anticipation of the events he had fore- 
told, with the tenderneſs of an afflicted father 
mourning over the wickedneſs and calamities 
of the daughter of his people. 

If further we conſider the ſubjeft of the 
various reproofs, expoſtulations, and admo- 
nitions given by the Prophet, we may from 
thence collect a ſort of hiſtory of thoſe times, 
and in ſome meaſure form a judgment of the 
manners of the eme; which gave occaſion to 
ſuch ſevere inſtructions. 

No nation under heaven was ever ſo im- 
mediately taught of God, taught in a manner 
ſo aſtoniſhing, by ſo many extraordinary in- 
terpoſitions of the divine power, the wonders 
of his Mercy and Judgment: at the ſame time 
no Nation ever appear d ſo unattentive and 
inſenſible, amidſt ſuch uncommon arguments 
of conviction. They had forſaken the Loxp 
their Gop and polluted his holy place with 
all the abominations of the Heathen ; and, as 
a natural conſequence, the ſhameleſs practice of 
immoralities in every ſhape accompanied their 
lrreligion and Idolatry. Thus they provok d 

| | the 


LT 
the LoxD to anger; who therefore ſent our 
Prophet riſng early and ſpeaking to them, as 
an Herald of his vengeance, proclaiming war 
and utter deſtruction by the hand of the King 
of Babylon: But, it ſeems, they were not at 
all affected with the apprehenſion of the 
threatned evils, which, as they vainly imagin'd, 
they had found means to eſcape. The ad- 
monition in my Text is given with a particu- 
lar view to this ill- grounded, ill- placed confi- 
dence; implying that the ſentence of the ca- 


lamities denounc'd was unavoidable; that it 


was neither to be bought off by their trea- 
ſures, nor to be reſiſted by their force, not 
eluded by their cunning. Among the many 
inſtances of their folly, and wickedneſs, this 
was one, not the leaſt remarkable, that they 
gloried in their imaginary Wiſdom, Might, and 
Riches. They thought themſelves much wiſer 
than their divine Lawgiver; they were much 
too wiſe to put an implicit truſt in Gos 
Providence; (that Providence which had hi- 
therto ſo wonderfully preſerv d them ;) they 
had much improv'd upon their forefathers, 
and learnt new ſchemes of Political prudence, 
the refin'd policies of the idolatrous nations 
round about them, with whom they were for- 
bidden to hold any intercourſe of Amity, for 
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E 
fear of corrupting their morals: aud, as our 
Prophet expreſſes it, they were wiſe to do evil, 
but to do good they had no knowledoe. In the 
mean time they were induſtrious to delude 
themſelves in a matter of the laſt importance, 
the knowledge of their own true ſtate : They 
meaſur'd the flouriſhing condition of the king- 
dom by the Luxury of the people, and the 
happineſs of their conſtitution by the general 
Licentiouſneſs of manners: They truſted in ly- 
ins words which coud not profit, and flatter'd 
themſelves with the fond i imagination of Peace 
and ſafety, when their calamity was coming 
upon them as an armed man: in ſhort, a ge- 
neral infatuation went before their total de- 
ſtruction. 

In the next place, tis obſervable, that, 
notwithſtanding their ſubjection to a foreign 
Power, a ſenſible proof of their preſent weak- 
neſs, they gloried in their Might: they had 
an overweening opinion of their powers both 
perſonal and national : they now thought 
themſelves much improv'd in military skill and | 
bravery ; and in this preſumption were for- 
ward to give unneceſſary provocations, and 
bold defiances to their more potent Enemies. 
The conſideration of their many extraordi- 
nary ſucceſſes on record, which viſibly pointed 
: 2 


out their dependency upon 1 their almigh- 

ty Deliverer, was perverted to a quite diffe. MW means! 
rent purpoſe, and fill'd their hearts with vain nels Ac 
glory, as tho their own power and the might of ſo that 

their own hands had gotten them this wealth : the ever 


they vainly fancied that they had ſtrength as Laſth 
well as counſel for the war, and the mercenary be 1 
Prophets propheſied ſmooth things, and fat. I dor, ha. 
tered their vanity. And with regard to for- ſpect, 
reign enemies, and the danger of any formi- for prid 


dable invaſion, they ſeem'd to have no un- upp 4 
eaſy apprehenſions, but on the other hand 1 
they as it were agreed to deceive one another 1 4 gh 
into a ſtate of ſecurity : The object of their 135 50 
fear was repreſented as very diſtant, and ſo become 
was of courſe proportionably leſſen d in their ys 
view ; at the ſame time the bulk of their own 7 Fe 5 

powers was proportionably magnified. And, e 
beſides their own proper ſtrength, they, being rerted 

wiſer Politicians than their forefathers, had * 2 
form'd notable alliances with other potent na- ee 
tions for mutual defence: They had ſtrength- nee ar 
en d themſelves in the ſtrength of Pharaoh, Mem fe 
and truſted in the additional force of chariots aſſemb| 
and horſemen; but they did not look unto the bouſes 
Holy One of Iſrael, neither did they ſeek the wu 
LORD. Thus the vain conceit of their own arp, 


mightineſs and of the ſufficiency of human therr f 
Lord n 


means 


—— WW 1xv —_—_ 
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means made them inſenſible of their real weak- 


neſs and the neceſſity of the divine protection; 
ſo that what they boaſted of as their glory, in 
the event provy'd their ſhame and confuſion, 


Laſtly, with regard to Rzches, it might well 


be imagind that an exhauſted plunder'd na- 
tion had but little reaſon to glory in this re- 
ſpe, yet even here they cou'd find matter 
for pride, as in this they chiefly plac'd their 
happineſs. Our Prophet ſpeaks concerning 
them, from the leaſt of them even unto the great- 
eſt of them every one is given to Covetouſneſs — 
their houſes are full of deceit, therefore they are 
become great and waxen rich they devour 


pre ſe the poor — the right of the needy do they 
not judge; — yet they proſper. Thus they per- 
verted the bleſſings of Goo into the Mammon 
of unrighteouſneſs: and riches, gain'd by in- 
juſtice and oppreſſion, became incitements to 
vice and inſtruments of luxury. When I fed 
them to the full, then they committed adultery, and 
aſſembled themſelves by troops in the harlot's 


houſes ; they were as fed horſes in the morning, 
every one neighed after his Neighbour's wife: the 


harp, the viol, the tabret and the pipe are in 


their feaſts ; but they regard not the work of the 


Lord nor the operation of his hands 
- Thus 


bribes -— they are waxen fat, they ſhine, they 
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Thus the things, which ſhou'd have been 
for their wealth, prov'd unto them an occaſion 
of falling. The ſenſe of their proſperity, which 
ſhou'd have excited their gratitude to God, 
the giver of all good gifts, produc'd a quite 
different effect, vix. a general licentiouſnel; 
of manners and a contemptuous neglect of the 
divine ordinances : on which account we find 
this threatning expoſtulation ſubjoin'd, ſhal 
not I viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? and 
ſhall not my ſoul be avenged of ſuch a nation as 
this? © | 

Such was the ſtate of the Fews; ſuch their 
pride and miſplac'd confidence, which gave 
occaſion to the ſolemn admonition in my text. 
How far the circumſtances above-mention'd 
are applicable to the caſe of any other nation; 
or how far in particular we ourſelves are affe- 
cted by the imputation of the like faults, 1 
ſhall not take upon me to determine; but leave 
every one, according to their ſeveral appre- 
henſions of matters of ſo mixed a nature, to 
make the application. — But the general do- 
ctrine of my text, as teaching a leſſon of hu- 
mility, in thoſe reſpects eſpecially in which we 
are apt to glory, cannot be thought unſuitable 
to the preſent occaſion. This is a day of pub- 
lick humiliation, in which, under the ſerious 
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conviction of our wickedneſs both perſonal and 
national we are aſſembled to implore pardon 
of almighty God, and deprecate his judgments, 
which we haye moſt juſtly deſery'd: and while 
we conſider the iſſue of things ſubjected to 
his arbitration, in theſe circumſtances of dif- 
ficulty and danger we humbly ſue for the di- 
vine fayour, hoping that he will graciouſly ac- 
cept this act of Religious Homage, by which 
we diſclaim all pretenſions to ſelf-ſufficiency, 
while we expreſs the ſenſe of our own weak- 
neſs and dependency; and give glory to Go 


| by acknowledging the neceſlity of his ſuccour. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, let not the Wiſe man glory 
in his Wiſdom ; neither let the Mighty man glory 
in his Might; let not the Rich man glory 1 in has 
Riches, 

This admonition is uſher'd in with a ſolemn 
preface, ſetting forth the importance of the 
matter deliver'd, and the authority of the Pro- 
phet, and, in conſequence ofsthis, demanding 
an awful attention to his meſſage. Hear, 0 


| Heavens, and give ear, O Earth, for the Lord hath 


ſpoken ! 

By Niſdom, in which we are admonilh'd not 
to glory, 1 is meant, not that true Wiſdom, which 
s the perfection of our rational nature, but 


ſomething of a different kind, converſant a- 
ä bout 


[10] 
bout different objects, and directed to a diſſe. 
rent End: viz, Political wiſdom, or the skill 
of contriving and conducting certain mean 
in order to bring about ſome ſecular end. 

By Might, is to be underſtood not only our 
own perſonal powers, but all the combin d 
powers of others alſo under our influence and 
direction. 

As to the other object of dun gory men. 
tion d in my text — this is ſo obvious and fa. 
miliar to the loweſt apprehenſion, as to need 

not any explication. 
Buy glorying is meant, not every degree of 
rejoicing in theſe advantages with complacen- 
cy and gratitude; for theſe, being the gift; 
of Gop, and defign'd for good purpoſes, are 


to be receiv'd with all thankfulneſs; but tis 


the over-rating their value, 'tis the ſetting our 
affections upon them in an unwarrantable de- 
gree; tis the miſapplying them to wrong pur- 
poſes, uſing them not as means in ſubordina- 


tion to the glory of Gop, but as inſtruments] 


of our private avarice and ambition ; 'tis our 
truſting in them, either as the adequate cauſe 
or ſupport of our happineſs ; this is that glo- 
rying, againſt which the caution in the text 1s 
directed. 


But let him that glorieth glory in DU that ht 
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under ſtandeth and knoweth me that Iam the Lord. 

Here is laid down the true ſubject· matter of 
man's glorying, the only grounds of ſolid ſa- 
tisfaction viz. Religious knowledge, the know- 


ledge of Go p, that he zs LORD - the per- 


ſwaſion of his ſuperintending providence, in- 
tereſted in the conduct of human affairs: the 
knowledge of Gop as manifeſted in the exer- 
ciſe of his ſeyeral Attributes, the wonders of 
his Goodneſs and Vengeance, towards the ſons 
of men: of his loving kindneſs, for the reward 
and ſupport of the righteous; of his Judgment, 
in the chaſtiſement of evil dpers : of Rzgh- 
teouſneſs, as in a general ſenſe expreſſing the 
divine rectitude in all acts of diſtributive ju- 
ſtice. A knowledge, not merely ſpeculative; 

not a barren perſwaſion of a truth apprehend- 
ed, and terminating in the fitneſſes of things» 
from which it reſults; nor merely hiſtorical, 
as of a ſeries of remarkable events in the ſe- 
reral periods of time: but a lively, practical 
knowledge, accompanied with ſuch reverential 
ſentiments, and religious behaviour, as the 
conviction of thoſe truths ſhou d produce in 
our minds, v:z. a firm truſt in Gop's provi- 


dence and an habitual conformity of our a- 


ctions in ſubordination to his will. 
The words of my text 1 explain d ſug- 
geſt 
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geſt to our conſideration theſe two points of 
doctrine, 
ſt, — The Polly and Wickedneſs of placing 
our confidence in means merely human, ſuch 
as N :ſdom, Might, and Riches, 

2dly, The only tre matter of glory viz. Re- 
ligious knowledge, or truſt in God's providence, 
which is the only foundation of our ſecurity 
and happineſs : from whence in the laſt 
place 

I ſhall take occaſion to apply the doctrine 
to the circumſtances of the preſent ſolemnity. 

I. Let not the wiſe man glory 7 in his wiſdom— 
« Vain man wou'd be wiſe.” The defire of wil: 
dom is implanted in his nature: this is the J. 
dol which every man ſetteth up in his heart. 
And without doubt Wiſdom, when ſanctified 
by God's grace, is the higheſt ornament and 
perfection of human nature. The very ſha- 
dow of it gives reputation : and men think 
they cannot be too covetous of a poſſeſſion, 
which appears ſo very valuable; yea they dont 
ſeruple to purchaſe the credit of it at the ex- 
pence of their moral character. In acquiſitions 


of this kind few men think themſelves poor: 


however deficient they find themſelves in other 
reſpects, yet in this they generally can find 
ſome reaſon to glory. But after all it ſeems 
ſtrange 


ſtran 
their 
and 
ſuits. 
gives 
ſtice 
reaſo 
fear 
tainn 
miſc⸗ 
really 
them 
been 
and 
perce 
their 
Th 


alone 


in th 


ten 1t 


the C 


rents. 
come 
the f 
their 
hold 
impre 
their 


ſtrange that men ſhou'd ſo much diſagree in 


their notions about it's nature and character, 
and yet all ſhon'd meet it in their different pur- 
ſuits. Methinks the multitude of Pretenders 
gives ſome grounds for ſuſpicion; and the ju- 
ſtice of their ſeveral pretenſions may with good 
reaſon be call d in queſtion : and tis to be 
fear d that the very act of glorying in ſuch at- 
tainments is rather a proof, that men have 
miſcarried in their attempts: For, if they were 
really wiſe, they cou d not but have known 
themſelves better; they cou'd not but have 
been conſcious of their own imperfections, 
and under ſuch convictions they muſt have 


perceiv'd how little reaſon they had to glory in 


their wiſdom, 
There is methinks one conſideration, which 
alone is ſufficient to check the pride of man 


in this reſpect; and this is, as it were, writ- 


ten in the firſt page of the hiſtory of man from 


the Creation ; where we read that our firſt Pa- 
rents, out of a fond, ambitious deſire to be- 
come wiſe as Gods, and to that end taſting of 
the forbidden fruit, at once, together with 


their innocency, forſeiced their happineſs. Be- 
hold now the wonderful effects of this new 
improvement in Wiſdom ! They diſcover'd 


their nakedneſs, their fin, and their miſery, 
LY In 
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[14] 
In this ſhort piece of hiſtory we may perceive 
an argument, which proves the imperfection 
of human reaſon, even in it's moſt perfect 
ſtate; and carries along with it a wholſome 
leſſon of humility, ſufficient to mortify our ya. 
nity, and ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of glory- 
ing in our imaginary Wiſdom. And ſurely it 
is a ſtrange infatuation, that Man, who has 
Toft the dignity of his firſt Parents, ſhou d Kill 
retain their pride, and induſtriouſly cheriſh that 
very vice from which he deriv'd his unhappineſs. 

'I might here mention many obvious conſi- 
derations, which expoſe our folly in glorying in 
this reſpect — the weakneſs and imperfection 
of our intellectual powers, even in their beſt 
ſtate diſproportionate to the variety, and great- 
neſs of their reſpective Objects — the inconſi- 
derable advances, which the moſt enlarg'd ca- 
pacities have made in the world of Science — 
and with regard to the whole extent of Being, 
amidſt that infinite variety of things, how little 


is that which is known by us in any degree? — 


and as to that, which falls within the reach 
of our powers, how little of it is known with 
certainty > — beſides, the little knowledge 
of what moſt nearly concerns us, the know- 
ledge of our own ſelves. So that the chara- 


Rer of our Wiſdom, in which we glory, how- 
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ever great it may appear, muſt ſtill carry along 
with it the imputation of ignorance, errour, and 
uncertainty. | | 
It is further to be obſery'd that our choice 
is often miſplac'd ; we are miſled in our pur- 
ſaits, and ſeek after that which will not profit 


us; which does not tend to ſerve any good 


moral purpoſe by improving our virtue, and 
promoting our true happineſs. So that in 
ſuch inſtances the obſervation of the wiſe man 
will be ſtrictly verified, that, in much Wiſdom 
is much grief, and that he that increaſeth know- 


ledge mcreaſeth ſorrow. Ecclel. 1. 18. 


' Now as to Political Wiſdom, which I have 
principally in view, this, as it is the combin'd 
Wiſdom of many Counſellors deſigning ſome 
important end, this perhaps may be thought 
more juſtly to afford matter for our glorying. 
But here we meet with many diſcouraging 
conſiderations. — As to the object, about 
which it is converſant, this is of a mixed, in- 
tricate nature; and there is generally found 
not leſs difficulty in the execution of a Scheme, 
than nicety in the contrivance, And as to the 
foundation on which the hopes of ſucceſs are 


built, — nothing is more precarious and uncer- 


tain than that, which depends upon the fickle 


tempers and capricious humors of an unquiet 


un- 


[ x6 ] ü 
unmanageable people; and by the event it 
appears, that no kind of Wiſdom is attended 


with more frequent and vexatious diſappoints 


ments, Tis not only a very nice, but alſo an 


| invidious and hazardous undertaking to mode. 


rate and adjuſt the claims and interfering in- 


tereſts of particular Perſons or Nations, and 


to conduct them in ſubſeryiency to one gene- 
ral point: For, as theſe are ſubject to conti. 
nual changes and viciſſitudes, they muſt in pro- 
portion embarraſs, and defeat the beſt-concert- 


ed meaſures, and give occaſion for the exer- 


ciſe of Patience as well as Prudence. In ſhort, 
ſo many contingent cauſes, by whoſe effes 
the iſſue of affairs is ſo much influenc d, are 
to be taken into the calculation, that the wiſeſt 
Politician cannot flatter himſelf with abſolute 
aſſurance of ſucceſs. 

But further, there is ſomething elſe, which 


muſt be conſider d, (which I fear men too often 


leave entirely out of the queſtion) and this is 


the Interpoſition of Gop's providence, which 


by a ſecret, imperceptible influence gives a 
ſudden and new turn to affairs, and at once 
by ſome unexpected ſtroke confounds the de- 


vices, and diſappoints the counſels of the wile, 


and often produces ſtupendous effects by the 
operation of ſome very improbable, diſpropor- 


tionate 
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tionate cauſes. Thus the counſel of Ahithophel, 
which was as if a man had enquired at the 0. 
racle of GOD, was unaccountably by a weak op- 
poſition over-rul'd and rejected; and the con- 
trary ill-concerted ſcheme propos d by Huſhai 
the Archite obtain'd the preference : For the 
LoRD had appointed to defeat the good counſel 
of Ahithophel to the intent that the LORD might 
bring evil upon Abſalom. 2 Sam. 17. 14. Let the 
mighty Politician, the Wiſe man of this world, 
remember the fate of Ah:thophel, and by this 
example be taught not to glory in his wiſdom?! 

In the early ages of the world we find an 


extraordinary aſſiſtance of mens wiſdom ſet 


in oppoſition to the deſigns of Gop's provi- 
dence. They were reſolv'd to prevent the diſ- 
perſion of their families into ſeveral diſtant 
parts: the ambitious projectors reſoly'd zo 
make themſelves a name, and began to build a 
City and a Tower, whoſe top might reach unto 
heaven, They for ſome time carried on their 
work with all imaginable ſucceſs, and gloried 


in the effects of their confederate powers, as 


if nothing cou d be reſtrain'd from them, which 
they had imagin'd to do. But the Lord came 
down to ſee the City and the Tower, which the 
children of men builded. And now behold the 
Ws project was at once defeated by the 

C ſecret 
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ſecret irreſiſtible operation of almighty power. 


The Lord confounded their language, that they 


underſtood not one another's ſpeech, and they left 
f to build the City ;- and from thence did the 


Lord ſcatter them abroad upon the face of al the 
earth. Genel. 11. 9. 

And from hence I am led to obſerve further 
that Schemes of ſecular policy, as they are of- 
ten directed to ſome unlawful End, and as of. 
ten conducted by unwarrantable means, ſeem 


in a more particular manner to provoke the 


divine interpoſition, being thus carried on in 
| a deliberate and open diſregard and violation 
of the Divine Laws. And on this footing 


we may account for the ſurprizing diſappoint- 


ments, which often happen amidft the higheſt 
probabilities of ſucceſs. Wo to the rebellious 
children, ſaith the Lox D by his Prophet Iſaiah, 
which take counſel, but not of the LORD; the 
wi ſdom of their wiſe men ſhall periſh, — and the 
underſtanding of their prudent men ſhall be hid. 
Iſa. 29. 14. The Children of this world may 
-perhaps be wiſe in their generation as to the 


contrivance and conduct of the means, with 


regard to the End, which they propoſe: But 
ſtill they have but little reaſon to glory in their 
Wiſdom, fince they are miſtaken in the firſt 
and fundamental part of prudence, they are 

mi- 
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miſtaken in the choice of the End: their de- 
ſigns are in themſelyes wicked, and carried on 
in oppoſition to the rule of the divine Will; 
and therefore defervedly bear the imputation 


of the worſt of follies. On this account our 


Prophet thus expoſtulates with the Jews. How 
do ye ſay we are wiſe? — the wiſe men are 
aſham'd, they are diſmay d and talen: L 
they have rejected the word of the LO RD, and 
what wiſdom us in them ? Jer. 8. 8, 9, Upon 
the whole, it will be found in the final iſſue 
of things that obedience to the will of Go 
is the inſtance of our trueſt prudence, that 
our piety is our beſt policy. The fear of God 


u the beginning of Wiſdom, and to depart from 


evil that 1s underſtanding : This is that wiſdom 


in which alone we ought to glory, the know- 


ledge of Gop, which alone is able to make us 
wiſe unto Salyation. 

2dly. Let not the Mighty man glory in 1 
Might. — If this be underſtood with regard to 
bodily ſtrength, tis obvious to obſerve how 


little reaſon we have to glory in thoſe adyan- 


tages, in which many of the brutal part of 
the creation far excell the ſtouteſt among the 
ſons of men. As it is a conſtitutional bleſ- 
ling, and the gift of Nature, in this point of 
view how unreaſonable is it to boaſt of that 

as 


[ 20 ] 
as our own, which we have receiv'd; — to 
take a pride in that, as meritorious in our- 


ſelves, which is deriv'd from the unmerited di- 


vine bounty, the ſenſe of which by this act 
of boaſting we ſeem to diſclaim? And further 
how vain and fooliſh is it to place our confi. 
dence in that happineſs, the poſſeſſion of which 
we cannot enſure to ourſelves; which is con- 
tinually liable to be impair'd by diſeaſes, to be 
deſtroy'd by untimely violence from without, 
and muſt otherwiſe in time fail by a gradual 
neceſſary decay? If in ſuch reſpects we have 
any reaſon at all to glory, tis this, that we 
have not abus'd our rational powers by any 
miſapplications or criminal exceſles. 

But at preſent I ſhall rather conſider this 
branch of my Text in a Political view, as ap- 
plicable to national powers and combin'd in- 
tereſts. Here we have a more enlarg'd idea 
of ſtrength; here we imagine that we find 
ſome reaſon to glory. There is ſomething 
glorious and terrible in the appearance of mi- 
litary might and well-appointed armies, which 
is apt to ſwell our heart with pride, and an 
extravagant conceit of our own ſuperior force: 
and where ſhou d we more readily place our 
confidence, than in theſe probable means of 
delence and ſafety ? — when a frrong man arm- 
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lation which Joaſh King of Iſrael us d to Ama- 
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ed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peate, — 
But ſtill it muſt be conſider'd that a ſtronger 
than he may come upon him and overcome him, 
and take from him all the armour wherein he 
truſted, and divide his ſpoil, Now where there 
is apprehenſion of danger, there is a neceſſity 
of caution ;. and thoſe circumſtances, which 
render caution neceſſary, cannot be ſuppos d 
to afford any juſt matter of gloryins. | 

'Tis in truth a difficult task to form a juſt 
eſtimate of our powers; in this reſpect we are 
apt to flatter our vanity, and deceive ourſelves 
by a partial repreſentation. Power is indeed 
to be conſider d in a comparative view; but 
we don't take care to make the compariſon by 
a right ſtandard, nor to carry it on to it's juſt 
extent, We in this, as well as other moral 
reſpects, love to deceive ourſelves: we are 
happy enough, if we think ourſelves a little 
better than our Neighbours : We pride our- 
ſelves in this ſuperiority of ſtrength; and when 
we are become in any degree formidable, we 
improve the pleaſing notion, and begin to 
imagine ourſelves irreſiſtible; and go on glo- 
rying in our might, till at laſt we feel the fad 
conviction of our folly in our puniſhment. It 
was a very pertinent and upbraiding expoſtu- 


aß 


21ah King of Judah on this occaſion. Thou ha} 


why ſhouldeſt thou medale to thy hurt, that thou 
Jhouldeſt fall, even thou, and Fudah with thee? 
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However agreeable a ſubject it may be to glory 


naturally betrays us into ſecurity; and ſecurity 


upon their guard, and take every advantage 


ful Princes have been overcome by unequal 


ever ſo great and really formidable, yet we 
cannot flatter ourſelves with aſſurance of ſuc- 
ceſs, as long as we act dependently, under the 
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indeed ſmitten Edom, and thine heart hath lifted 
thee up: glory of this, and tarry at home : fur 


But Amaziah would not hear: — and Judah was 
put to the worſe before Iſrael, and they fled eve. 


ry man to their tents. 2 Kings 14. 10, 11, 12, 


in our imaginary might, yet in the nature of 
things this is a piece of wrong policy: for this 
overweening conceit of our own mightinels 


betrays us into certain danger; and thus the 
event brings a ſhameful proof of our real weak- 
neſs. At the ſame time our arrogance and 
oſtentation calls out the inſidious attention of 
our enemies, and admoniſhes them to ſtand 


of our negligence and preſumption. By thele 
means it has often happen'd that very power- 


inferior forces of a deſpicable people, whom 


they have wantonly provok d, and injur d. 
But after all, let us ſuppoſe our Might to be 


con- | 
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controul of a ſuperior power ; which, as i 

general it is intereſted in the conduct of hu- 
man affairs, ſo in a more particular manner in 
the more important events, in the iſſue of wars, 
and the fate of cities and kingdoms. The o- 
ver · ruling Providence of Almighty G op is to 


be taken into conſideration, by which we ſee 


he ſucceſs of battles frequently determin d 
contrary to common expectation founded on 
the ordinary probable effects of ſecondary 
zuſes. The wiſeſt of Men who exhorts us 
0 do with all our might whatſoever our hand 
ndeth to do, who by this precept encourages 
nduſtry, and recommends a ſtrenuous applica- 
ion of all means requiſite to obtain the End 
ropos'd, at the time adviſes us not to depend 
pon the certainty of ſucceſs; immediately 
[ubjoining this obſervation, that notwithſtand- 
ne all our endeavours according to the rules of 
he beſt policy, the event might not anſwer 
ur reaſonable hopes. I returned, and ſaw 
nder the ſun, that the race 1s not to the ſwift, 
ir the battle to the ſtrong. Ecclſ. 9. 11. There 
an inviſible ſuperior Power which controuls 
he activity of ſecond cauſes, and bringeth 
'ondrous things to pals; which, by an unex- 

ted interpoſition, delivereth them that have 
o helper, and ſeattereth the proud in the ima- 


gination 


TE 


gination of their hearts, — For the proof of 
this point we need not have recourſe to an. 
cient hiſtories: there is a moſt remarkable ex. 
ample till freſh in our obſervation. We haye 


_ beheld the houſe of Auſtria in great proſpe. 


rity, reno wn d for Policy, and glorying in thei 
Might, envied and dreaded by their rival Neigh. 
bours. We have beheld this very Power, once 
vainly deem'd exorbitant, by a fatal coinci. 
dence of unforeſeen circumſtances, and an un. 
accountable vicifhrade of affairs moſt unmerci. 
fully hambled : We have beheld a magnani. 
mous Princeſs encompaſs'd by variety of mil. 
fortunes ; at once on all ſides attack d and o. 
ver- power d by a perfidions confederacy, dif: 
poſſe ſs d of her hereditary dominions by Princes 
under the obligation of treaties engag'd to en- 
ſure to her their poſſeſſion ; and at length re- 
duc'd to ſuch an extremity of diſtreſs, as might 
excite the compaſſion of any generons Enemy. 
We have beheld another ſudden change in her 
delivery and recovery, more wonderful than 


that of her fall: Amidſt circumſtances of the 


ſaddeſt calamities and deſpair, at once a glo- 
rious light ſprang out of darkneſs: the means 
of preſervation came from a quarter, from 


- which they were leaſt expected: A deſpis d, op- 


preſs d, and (ro the honour of the Proteſtant 
name 


E 2 
name be it mention d) a perſecuted people will- 
ingly offer d themſelves in defence of their de- 


ſtreſſed Sovereign: their hands were ſtrength- 


en d in a righteous cauſe; and the divine ble. 
ſing crown d their arms with ſucceſs. The di- 
ſturber of publick peace and the deſtroyer of 
nations was at once confounded and diſmay- 
ed: the boaſting heroes, who had already in 
imagination divided the ſpoils of a conquer d 
country, were driven back with ſhame, — their 
invincible Armies fled before the irregular un- 


diſciplin'd troops of unknown, condemned 


Barbarians. And now, how are the mighty fall- 
en, and the weapons of war periſb d? what a 
ſevere and ſeaſonable check has been given to 
the wicked ambition of that exorbitant Pow- 
er, which made the earth to tremble and did 
ſhake 2 — How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 
Lucifer, - ſon of the morning? how art thou cut 
down to the ground, which didſt weaken the na- 
tions 2 — How hath the oppreſſor ceaſed > — he 
who ſmote the people with a continual ſtroke 1s 
himſelf perſecuted, and none hindreth. This de- 
liverance from the common Tyrant of Europe 


and oppreſſor of publick Liberty, an event fo 


important in it's conſequences, ſo much be- 
yond what we looked for, we may with good 


reaſon aſcribe to the particular interpoſition 


D | of 
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of Gop's gracious providence, and eſteem this 
the Lord's doing, which 1s ſo marvellous in our 
eyes. 

Now This, and other like inſtances, which 
occur in ſacred and profane hiſtory, ſhould be 
conſider'd by us in a moral view, as containin 
ſo many inſtructive leſſons of Humility, that 
the mighty man ſhou'd not glory in his might. 
And indeed in every relation of ſuch facts we 
may read the plain reaſon of the divine pro- 
ceeding in this manner, v:z. on proper occa- 
fions to aſſert his prerogative over the ſons of 
men, to remind them of their weakneſs, and 
ſtate of dependency on his Allmighty -power 
and goodneſs; to the end that, when Gops 
qudgments are thus ſeen in the earth, my may 
learn righteouſneſs. 

The courle of Gop's dealing with the Jews 
in this point particularly deſerves our notice, 
We find that, whenever theyſtrengthen'd them- 


ſelves according to the military policy of the 


nations round about them, and preſum'd up- 
on ſucceſs by the uſe of the moſt probable hu- 
man means, which they were forbidden to ſeek 
after, as implying a diffidence in Gop's power 


and Goodneſs, they were generally diſappoint- 


ed in their moſt ſanguine hopes, and felt them- 


ſelves really weakned by the acceſſion of a for- 
reign 


2 
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reign ſtrength, which they provided for their 
better ſecurity» The Lord had ſaid, Thy Ring 
ſoall not go down to Egypt to multiply horſes 


Deut. 17. 16. Foreſeeing that this addition of 


a new formidable force wou d lead them to 
truſt in the Arm of fleſn, and ſhake off the 
ſenſe of their dependency on him, their all- 
mighty deliverer. And therefore, when they 
afterward out of their abundant wiſdom, and 


diſtruſt of Gop's providence had recourſe to 


this very expedient, Gop by his Prophet Iſaiah 
denounced woe againſt them; Wo to them that 
go down to Egypt for help, and ſtay on horſes and 
truſt in chariots, — but look not unto the holy 
One of Iſrael, neither ſeek the LORD. — There- 
fore the ſtrength of Pharaoh ſhall be your ſhame 
and the truſt in the ſhadow of Egypt your confu- 
fron. Iſa. 30. 1, 2, 3. and 31.1. And ſo indeed 
in the iſſue of things it prov d: they were ſe- 
verely puniſh d with their own inventions, and 
brought down in their wickedneſs, Be it here 
obſery'd, that however the peculiar circum- 
ſtances of the Jewiſh nation might give more 
immediate occaſion to a direction of this kind: 
yet the reaſon of the divine proceeding is of 


general aſe, and affects all mankind. Go 


hereby encourages our truſt in his providence; 


and diſcourages our dependance upon means 


merely 
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merely human, and convinces us of their inſuf. diſf 
| ficiency by the frequent diſappointments which be: 
we experience. Let not the Mighty Man there- to 
fore glory in his Might which may be defeated inte 
and over-ruled by ſuperior power, let him not ten 
preſume upon ſucceſs which 1s not in his own ry 11 


diſpoſal : let not his heart be lifted up with whi 
pride, leſt he be found in effect to fight a- whe 
gainſt Gop whoſe protection and aſſiſtance he eouſ 


ſeems to diſclaim by transferring his confi. tha 
dence to the efficacy of human means. Thu W War 
faith the Lord, curſed be the man that truſteth tion 
in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and whiſe tior 
heart departeth from the Lord. Jerem. 17. 4. van 

3dly, Let not the Reich man glory in his Riches, cite 
Theſe indeed in no point of view ſeem to ad- in a 
miniſter juſt matter of glorying. If they are nin: 
hereditary, there is no merit in the poſſeſſion: biti 
If they are acquir'd by induſtry, they perhaps neſs 
carry with them as little proof of our wit and ove 


good ſenſe, as they do of our honeſty; for we 
tis obſerv'd that Fools and Knaves know the eki 
way to grow rich. They are to be conſider'd iſ diſf 


as accidental ornaments of life, of no intrin- don 
ſick value in themſelves any farther, than as the 
they are inſtrumental to procure other advan- i 
tages. On the whole, as they are the gifts of wa. 


fortune, or, in the Oriſtian ſenſe, the kind in 
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. diſpenſations of Gop's providence, they are to 
h W be accepted with all thankfulneſs, and applied 
„to thoſe good purpoſes, for which they were 
d intended by the gracious Donor. Where his in- 
It tention is not anſwer d, if we at all glory, we glo- 
n Ty in our ſhame. Tis an infamous character by 
h which they ſtand diſtinguiſh'd in holy ſcripture, 
a where they are call d the Mammon of unrieht- 
10 eouſneſs, which carries with it this ſuppoſition, 27 
l. that they are generally either acquir'd by un- 
„ MW warrantable means, or abus d in their applica- 
Ml tion. To glory in them by way of oftenta- 
[ tion is a ridiculous, and withal a dangerous 
yanity, The admir'd poſſeſſion, while it ex- 
; WW cites the avarice or envy of the beholder, does 
1. in a manner invite the attempts of the cun- 
re ning Knave, or violent Robber; and the am- 
1: bitious Owner at length feels the precariouſ- 
ps neſs of his tenure, by being diſpoſſeſs d of his 
10 over · valued property. An inſtance of this kind 


ot we meet in the hiſtory of the good King He- 
he zekiah. He in gaiety of heart, and pleas'd to 
d diſplay the riches and magnificence of his king- 
in. dom, ſhew'd to the friendly ambaſſadors of 
as the King of Babylon the hon ſe of his precious 
n- things, the ſilver, and the gold, — and all that 
of was found in his treaſures; there was nothing 
nd in his houſe nor in all his dominion, that Heze- 
lil. 3 , | —_ 
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kiah ſhew'd him not. Iſ. 39. 2. Let us obſerye 
what follow d: then ſaid Iſaiah, Behold the days 
come, that all that is in thine houſe, and that 
which thy fathers have laid up in ſtore until this 
day, ſhall be carried to Babylon: nothing ſhall be 
left, faith the Lord. v. 6. What Iſaiah here fore. 
told, was fully accompliſh'd in the days of our 
Prophet, together with the final deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem. — The Royal Preacher among other 
vanities: under the ſun has obſerv'd this as 4 
fore evil, namely riches kept for the owners there. 
of to their hurt, Eccleſ. 5. 13. On the whole, 
the Rich man may from theſe conſiderations 
learn not to glory, not to truſt in his riches, as 
the certain means of his ſecurity and happi- 
neſs; fince they are often found to prove the 
miſchievous temptations, which endanger tus 
ſafety, and occaſion his ruin. 
I need not in this Audience proceed to in- 
fiſt upon the obvious common arguments, by 
which the precept of my Text is enforc d: it 
may be ſufficient to remark briefly the wicked- 
neſs and miſchief of glorying in our Riches: 
He who truſteth in riches, the Covetous man, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, 2j an Idolater; inaſmuch as he 
transfers to the creature that high degree of 
affection and devotion, which is due to the 
Creator only. And a general infatuation of 


judg- 


gg” 
| judgment is the effect of this, as well of o- 
ther kinds of Idolatry: he is loſt to all ſenſe 
of true Religion and virtue; for no man can 
ſerve two Maſters, and at once obey contra- 
: dictory commands; it 25 impoſſible to ſerve God 
r and Mammon. Matt. 6. 24. If, ſays holy Job, 
f 7 have made gold my hope or have ſaid unto the 
r WM fre gold, thou art my confidence, I ſhould have 
a denied the God that is above. Job 3. 24, 28. 
Our bleſſed Saviour has remark'd how hard it 
- fer them that truſt in riches, to enter into the 
18 kinzdom of God. Mar. 10. 24. Tis almoſt a mi- 
racle if they become good Chriſtians. When 
men put their truſt in that which is uncer- 
tain, and are not aſham'd to glory in what 
they abuſe, we may with reaſon call their good 
ſenſe and virtue in queſtion. Tis the chara- 
Qer given of Ahab, the moſt rich and cove- 
tous among the Kings of Iſrael, that he ſold 
himſelf” to work wickedneſs in the ſight of the 
Lord. King. 21. 24. In truth a perſon in ſuch 
circumſtances is ſubject to great temptations z 
he is very apt to abuſe the advantages of his 
fortune, and exempt himſelf from the common 
obligations to the practice of religious and ſo- 
cial duties; and to imagine that the defect of 
all theſe may be ſupplied by the dextrous ap- 
plication of that uniyerſal ſubſtitute, his riches: 
he 


* 
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he corrupts others by bad example, as well a 
principle; and the miſchief of his wickedneſ 
does not terminate in his own perſon, but e. 
ventually affects the intereſts of the Commu- 
nity, in which he has, as far as his influence 
reach d, extinguiſh'd the ſenſe of honour and 
publick integrity by the ſucceſsful arts of a ge. 


neral corruption. Lo! thu i the Man, that 


took not God for his ſtrength, but truſted in the 
multitude of hu riches, and _—__— himſelf 
in his wickeaneſs! 

Having thus remoy'd the falſe grounds of 
human truſt, and having pointed out the folly 
and wickedneſs of glorying in any ſecular ad. 
vantages, in Wiſdom, Strength, and Riches, it 
now remains, that I direct your thoughts to 
the true foundation of ſecurity, the ander ſtand. 
ing and knowledee of GOD, that he is the LORD, 
the firm belief of Go p's providence, ſuperin- 
tending and directing all human affairs to the 


beſt purpoſes: Let him that zlorieth, glory in this, 


that he underſtandeth and knoweth me, that Tam 
the Lord, which exerciſe loving kinaneſs, Judg- 
ment, and Righteouſneſs, for in theſe things 1 
delight, ſaith the LORD. 

In theſe words Gop ſets forth his univerſal 
ſovereignty, and his moral attributes, in the 
effects of which we are greatly intereſted, and 

| in 


Fl 
in the imitation of which our chief glory con- 
fiſts. The LORD 7s King,. the earth may re- z 
Joyce, yea the multitude of the Iſles may be glad 
thereof. The conſideration of Gop's Sove- 
reignty is a juſt matter of joy to all people, as 
it unites them in one common relation of al- 
legiance and dependency upon the Univerſal 


Lord of the Creation, and from his juſtice 
and goodneſs derives to them the comfortable 


aſſurances of his favour and protection. Bleſſ- 
ed is the people, O Lord, that can rejoice in thee : 


for thou art the glory w, their ftrength : in thy 


righteouſneſs ſhall they make their boaſt, and in 

thy loving-kindneſs thou ſhalt lift up their horn, 
Tis this perſwaſion, amidſt the changes and 
chances of this mortal life, that adminiſters 
the moſt ſolid comfort and ſatisfaction, that 
the LORD tis King be the people never ſo impa- 


tient, that he ſitteth between the Cherubims be 


the —- never ſo unquiet. Truſt in his provi- 
dence is the only ſteady principle, of the moſt 
extenſive influence, adequate to every circum- 
ſtance in life; the only true foundation, on 
which we may build our hopes of tranquillity 


and happineſs. 


As for all worldly advantages — dud are 


found to be unſatisfactory in "the fruition, of 


a precarious tenure, and temporary duration; 
E trea- 
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SY, 
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treacherous ſupports in the day of neceſſity. 
broken reeds, which pierce the hands of him 
who leaneth on them. But the hand of the 
Lord us not ſhorten'd; his righteou e ſs and mer- 
cy are over all his works. 


Let us conſider Go p's univerſal providence, 


as preſiding over the whole world. And here, 
notwithſtanding that we perceive many hem: 
ing inequalities in his diſpenſations, yet upon 
the whole we find abundant reaſon to ac- 
quieſce in this general perſwaſion, that all 
theſe are wiſely adjuſted by the balance of his 
holy Sanctuary; and that the Judge of all the 
Earth muſt do right. We cannot indeed trace 
out the ſecret ways of Go p's providence ; his 
Judgments are like the great deep: unfathoma- 
ble by the ſhort line of our imperfect appre- 
henſions, but his righteouſneſs ſtandeth like the 
ſtrong mountains, eminent and conſpicuous, 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable. - 
While we conſider G o 0's particular provi- 
dence more eſpecially intereſted in the ſupport 
of good men, in this view we perceive the en- 


couragement and reward of our piety, and the 


beſt motive to perſeverance; being aſſur d that 


in the final iſſue all things will work together for 
good to them that love GOD. In truth, the con- 


ſideration of all the diyine attributes has a 
pra- 
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practical tendency ; in all of them we may 


read ſome leſſon of inſtruction, which we ſhou'd 
apply to good moral purpoſes. When we con- 
ſider Go under the character of the Lo RD, 
we perceive the relation in which we ſtand as 
his creatures and ſubjects, and the duties from 
thence reſulting; a paſſive ſubmiſſion to his 
Sovereignty, and humble dependency on his 
good providence, and an active obedience to 


his will, in the ready performance of all his 


commands. How amiable is the character of 
his goodneſs and /oving-kindneſs, which he ex- 
erciſes towards the children of men? The 
ſenſe of it, while it excites our gratitude, at 


the ſame time encourages our virtue, and pro- 


vokes our imitation: F God has fo loved us, how 
ought we to love one another! While we conſider . 
the ſeverity of his judgment in the puniſhment 
of the wicked, we apply to ourſelyes the ad- 
monition contain d in ſuch examples: our fears 
awaken our caution and circumſpection, and 
the terrors of the Lord perſwade us to flee from 
the wrath to come. In his Righteouſneſs 
ve contemplate the ſupreme pattern of moral 
rectitude; in the imitation of this conſiſts the 
perfection of our rational nature: to endea- 
vour to be in proportion perfect, as he is per- 


ſect, is the true ambition, and chief glory of a 
Chri- 
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Chriſtian. The conſiderat on of this ſhou'd in- 


fluence our whole moral conduct, and produce 
ſuch an habitual conformity of action to this 
ſupreme rule, that hereafter we may ſtand be. 
fore our Judge without fear, and with joy re- 
ceive the Awards of his diſtributive Juſtice. 
Thus to underſtand and know him in the ex- 
erciſe of his ſeveral attributes does in effect 
take in a whole ſyſtem of Religion. But the 
principal doctrine here to be inſiſted on is the 
truſt in his providence, in oppoſition to the falſ- 
grounds of human confidence, mention'd in 
the firſt branch of my text. Accordingly ! 
have at large pointed out the inſufficiency of 
all powers and advantages merely human, in 
order to call off our attention from pleaſing 
deluſions to acts of religious homage, in the 
acknowledgment of the divine attributes; 
which otherwiſe we ſhould be apt to diſre- 
gard. Tis obſervable that the wiſeſt of the 
ſons of men moſt frequently and feelingly in- 
culcates the leſſon of univerſal humility: From 
his own dearly. bought experience he pronounc d 
all things under the ſun to be vanity and veæation 
of ſpirit ; all but Religion, the fear of God, and 
keeping his commandments. — He diſclaims the 
ſufficiency of his own power and underſtand- 
ing, and places the only ground of ſecurity in 
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the all- ſufficiency of the divine Wiſdom and 
| power. Truſt in the Lord with all thine heart, 
and lean not to thy own underſtanding: In all thy 
| ways acknowledge him, and he ſhall direct thy 


paths. What ſurer ground of joyful hope and 
ſatisfaction can we find, than that which is 
contain'd in this conſideration, that the Lord 


is both our ſun and ſhield, our light and our 


defence; that we have infinite Wiſdom for our 
direction, and infinite Power for our ſupport? 
Bleſſed is the man that truſteth in the Lord, and 
whoſe hope the Lord ig. For he ſhall be as a Tree 
planted by the waters, and that ſpreadeth out her 
roots by the river, and ſhall not ſee when heat 


cometh, but her leaf ſhall be green, and ſhall not 
| be careful in the year of drought, neither Jhall 
| ceaſe from yeilding fruit, Jer. 17. 7. 


III. I now proceed in the laſt place, to make 
a brief application of the doctrine to the cir- 
cumſtances of the preſent Solemnity. 

The inſtitution of this day of publick humi- 
lation will, J hope, have the intended good 
effect on our minds, and introduce an habit of 
ſeriouſneſs and recollection, and diſpoſe them 
to receive and rightly apply the moral leſſon 
containd in my text: that we may from thence 
learn to know GOD and our ſelves: to know 
Gop, as he ftands here repreſented under the 

incom- 
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incommunicable character of the Lo RD, the MW crowns 


almighty Governour of the univerſe: to knoy 
that wiſdom and might are his; and he changet} 
the times and o se ſeaſons ; he removeth Mirgi, 
and ſetteth up Kings; — to know that he exer- 


worthy 
and po 
| for thy 


4.11. 


ciſeth loving - kindne ſa — that he is the diſpoſe; i To 
and giver of thoſe worldly bleſſings, which ve I on the 
deſerve to forfeit by frequent miſapplication; Nen dut 
and abuſes: — that he exerciſeth .qudement in I more 
the infliction of puniſhment on ſinners ; ſuch religio 
as our wickedneſs both perſonal and national dithcul 
has juſtly provok'd : — to know, that he exer. again ſt 


ciſeth righteouſneſs as judge of all the earth, a la da 
defender of the oppreſſed, and avenger of in. Ncency 
Juſtice: — to know ourſelves as: deſtitute of for the 
all inherent merit and goodneſs, having no. Neition 
thing properly our own, but what wou'd cover and fy 
our face with ſhame and confuſion : — to know I boaſte 
ourſelves to be weak, indigent, and ſinful crea- LOR 
tures; depending upon Gop's goodneſs for the battel. 


pardon of our fins as well as preſervation ot To 
our Being. — Under ſuch convictions how 1s bly, te 
the pride of man mortified, and every thought ie en 
which exalteth itſelf brought into ſubjection, dt in 
and every imaginary excellency at once annihi- and N 
lated in the preſence of God! — Let the migh- and n 


ret d 


tieſt among the ſons of men fall down before * 
fact 


him that liveth for ever and ever, aud caſt their 
+ CYOwWNs 


crowns of glory before his throne, ſaying, thou art 
worthy, O LORD, to receive glory, and honour, 
and power ; for thou haſt created all things, and 
| for thy plea ſure they are, and were created. Rey. 


1 4. 11. 


® To expreſs the ſenſe af our depending up- 


ve Jon the ſupreme Being is at all times our bound- 
n; Den duty, and reaſonable ſervice. But we are 
more particularly call d to the exerciſe of this 
ch religious act in our preſent circumſtances of 
nal difficulty and danger, when our hoſt ig going forth 
er. Nozainſt the Enemy, This day of trouble is with- 
2 aa day of rebuke to our vanity, and ſelf-ſuffi- 
in. Neiency; and, as it excites a ſerious ſollicitude 
for the decifive event, withal directs our appli- 


and ſuccour, teaching us to diſtruſt our once 
boaſted abilites, and put our confidence in the 
LORD of Hh, who giveth victory in the 


the Hattel. 

of To proclaim a Faſt and call a Solemn aſſem- 
' is Hy, to implore the divine aſſiſtance, while we 
gut Nie engag d in an unrighteous cauſe, while we 


on, Id in open violation of the laws both of Gop 
ihi- and Man — what elſe is it but a profanation 
oh- ad mockery of religion, and in effect a ſe- 
fore ret defiance to the divine juſtice? With ſa- 
heir faction we may obſerve that this is far from 
mn being 


cation to the Supreme power for his direction 


. r 
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being our caſe — It behoves our Enemies to 
conſider, how far they are affected by the refle. 
xioh. With regard to Ourſelves, (whatever the 
iſſue of things may be) let us remark, (which 
is no ſmall conſolation to a ſerious mind) 
that the War, in which we are at preſent 
engag d, is juſt and honourable ; not enter 
into upon unwarrantable motives of Avarice, 
and Ambition, nor carried on by unwarrant. 


able means, by Cruelty, Treachery, and Inju-f 


ſtice. And if to ſhew /oving-kindneſs to thoſe, 
to whom we ſtand allied by mutual intereſt and 
friendſhip, whom by the faith of ſolemn tres. 
ties we are oblig'd to protect and ſupport —1 
to exerciſe righteouſneſe and judgment in al 
ſiſting and relieving the oppreſſed, and in re. 
ſtraining the violence of the oppreſſour — i 
the Lord delights in theſe things, in theſe inſtar 
ces of kindneſs and juſtice, we may, without 
the imputation of arrogance, recommend ou 
cauſe to Him who judgeth right, in humb 
confidence that he will give ſucceſs to c 
Arms, that his eſpecial blefling will attend 0 
endeavours which are conducted in ſubordina 
tion to his Laws, and in imitation of his At 

tributes. | 
As to the real ſtate af our Nation, — how fa 


we are in fact poſſeſs d of thoſe worldly adva 
fag 


„„ 
tages in which men are ſo apt to glory, = nei- 
ther my buſineſs nor inclination leads me to 


enquire. It may be ſufficient to our preſent 
purpoſe to make this general reflexion, that 


upon ſuppoſition that we really exceeded other 


nations in Vi ſdom, in Might, and Reches, yet, 
according to the doctrine of my text, 'twou'd 
be an inſtance of criminal arrogance and bad 
policy to glory in them. But on the other 
hand, if, upon a comparative view of things, 
we find ourſelves deficzent in theſe advantages, 
we then withal muſt find more abundant rea- 
ſon to put our truſt in the divine fayour and 
protection. 

With regard to our Enemies — 1 cannot help 
obſerving on this occaſion, that they have all 
along appear'd to act in oppoſition to the pre- 
cept of my text, — Not to mention that parti- 
cular people, who have ever been diſtinguiſh'd 
by that moral quality, which, as the Wiſe man 
has obſerv'd, generally goes before a fall, whoſe 
glory is now become their ſhame, — I ſhall ra- 
ther conſider the caſe of the Viſe, the Mighty, 
the Rich, glorying in their reſpective advan- 
tages, as exemplified in the character of ano- 
ther nation, — our ambitious, formidable Neigh- 


bours: a nation our rivals in commerce by their 


ſituation, and who in their conſtitution both civil 
| F . 
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who have already weaken'd and half conquer d 
us by the communication of their dear-bought 
follies and vices: whoſe friendſhip has been 
ever treacherous; who lay their hands on ſuch 


as be at peace with them and break their covenant, 


the words of their mouth are ſofter than butter, 
having war in their heart; their words are ſmooth- 
er than oil, and yet be they very ſwords, — But 


thanks to their pride or impatience, or the im. 


portunity of their Allies, they have in one in- 
ſtance appear'd to act contrary to the rules of 
their Policy, — they have for once acted inge- 
nuouſly by making an open declaration of war; 
their hoſtilities being no longer diſſembled are 
leſs to be dreaded. This is that nation which 
has long gloried in the ſuperiority of their Wiſ- 
dom, their might, and their riches, the founda- 
tion of that extenſive Monarchy, to which they 


have been continually aſpiring. With regard 


to ſecular Wiſdom, — we have ſeen the ableſt 
Politician of this Age conducting without op- 
poſition the beſt-concerted Schemes : we have 
ſeen arbitrary power directed to the beſt ad- 
vantage — unanimity in counſels, ſecrecy and 
diſpatch in the execution. The opportunities 


of a long-continued Peace have been ſtrenuoul- 


ly improv'd in carrying on a beneficial com- 
merce, 


and religious are our irreconcileable enemies; 
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merce, and the acquifition of immenſe riches. 


Derr tongue goeth thro the world, the people fall 
unto them, and thereout ſuck they no ſmall advan- 
tage. We have ſeen their power and ftrength 
grow up in proportion to their riches, Their 
policy and wicked cunning has embarraſs'd 
and embroil'd all nations: and their wealth 
became the inſtrument of an univerſal corru- 
ption : they have compaſs'd ſea and land with 
their fleets and armies: they boaſted in the 
wantonneſs of power that they cou d do mil- 
chief; and glorying in the preſumption of un- 
interrapted ſucceſs, broke thro every obſtacle 
to their ambitious defigns, trampled on the 
rights and laws of nations, violated the pub- 
lick-faith of treaties, ſolemnly given, and dearly 
bought. We haye ſeen acts of treachery and 
mjuſtice ſupported by acts of violence; and 
thoſe dominions invaded, which they ſtood en- 
gag d to protect and enſure; countries ravag'd, 
and defenfed cities laid into ruinous heaps. I 
leave you to purſue the ſequel of this ſurpriz- 
ing hiſtory : ſufficient to my preſent purpoſe it 
is to obſerve that the LORD, who exerci ſeth 
judgment and righteouſneſs for all that are op- 
preſſed with wrong, hath by a viſible ſanCtion 
ratified the precept of my text; and by this 
example hath taught us how vain, how dange- 
rous 


rous a preſumption. t it is to 80 and confide 


in our own Wiſdom, Might and Riches, in op- 


ha, 


| Pag. 25. 1 1. inſtead of condemned read contemned. 1, 13. inſ-*t dre 


poſition to Gop's laws, or indrpendeey of 


his protection. 


Let our Enemies then * in the. arm of 
fleſu and in the arts of ſecular policy: the na. 
tions may make much ado, and the kingtloms may 
be mov d; but the LORD who ſitteth on high is 
mighitier, and laugheth all the heathen to ſcorn: 
he turneth the counſel of Ahithophel into fools 10 
neſs, and ſcattereth the people that delight i in 
Var. To him let us give glory by ſubmitting 
ourſelves. to the conduct of his good provi- 
dence; always endegdouring to expreſs a truly 
religious ſenſe of his attributes, by conforming 
our e to the ſupreme moral pattern, and 
by paying an unreſery'd obedience to the dis 
vine Commands. So will the Lo xp be en- 
treated to exerciſe his loving-kindneſs towards 
us ; that we, being delive d from our enemies 
may ſerve him Wb . len e * * in cle 
GOD. of our Salvation. 

Happy are the people who are in ſuch a caſe: 
Yea bleſſed are the propre. who have the L PAN 
e their GOD! 
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